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THE ECUMENICAL SPIRIT IN CHINA 


From some of the reports that have been coming out of China recently, it is apparent that 
there is a real desire on the part of Christian leaders there to renew some of the broken ties of 
fellowship with the rest of the Christian world. Possibly the easiest approach would be mutual 
visitation between the Christian churches of China and India and other Asian lands, and to this 
suggestion a number of responsible Christian leaders in China have responded very favorably, 
so that we may expect such visits to take place within a short time, The next extension of 
this ecumenical contact will probably be at the Lambeth Conference in England in 1958, when 
there is hope that there will be a representation from the Chinese Anglican Church, 


As to the International Missionary.Council, their mind is made up. They will have noth- 
ing to do with it organizationally, They feel that China is no longer a mission field, The 
division of the Christian world into mother churches and mission churches smacks too much of 
out-moded colonialism to be acceptable to them. They would even go farther and chal- 
ge the very existence of the IMC, It should, they say, long ago have been integrated into 
the WCC, 


As to the World Council of Churches, the attitude of Chinese Christian leaders is much 
more reserved, They feel keenly that the Council is so under the control of the capitalistic 
countries that it can only see the evils of Communism and cannot see the evils of capitalism. 
These leaders do not close the door entirely to the possibility of renewal of fellowship in the 
WCC, but they stress that if any Chinese should attend the next meeting of the Central Com- 
mittee of the WCC, they could do so only on an exploratory basis. 


In all their statements there is a political flavor, which is understandable, since they are 
citizens of the People’s Republic of China, In spite of that, they are critical of the WCC on 
the grounds that it takes political positions. They feel that it must not be the tool of political 
propaganda against any social system, They do not feel that in supporting the People’s Repub- 
lic they are compromising their Christian faith. They support it in its program for building a 
new, prosperous China, They do not support Communist ideology or atheism. 


**LIBERATION*’ OF TAIWAN 


Last December an exhibit on the ‘‘liberation’’ of Taiwan was held in Shanghai, All the 
church leaders went to see it, and on December 13 they were called together to discuss what 
they had seen, The January 9 Tien Feng devotes several pages to a report of what was said at 
that meeting. The article begins with a picture which shows the Communist flag and the map 
of China in the background, In the foreground a Chinese man holding a small child in his left 
arm is pointing his right hand at the reader. The caption is, *‘What are you doing for the liber- 
ation of Taiwan?"* 
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The content of the speeches need not detain us long. Some of them are in such a warlike 
tone that one cannot help but question their devotion to the widely advertised cause of peace, 
But most of them emphasize the necessity of purifying the church of any lingering imperialist 
elements as the church’s contribution to the ‘*Liberate Taiwan’’ movement. As one of the 
speakers said, **There are still a number of little ‘Wang Ming-tao’s’ to be exposed.** The 
idea behind this is that the task of the government will be easier if the people are solidly 


behind it. 


The special interest of this article is in its list of speakers, with their identifications, This 
makes a fairly full, though of course not complete directory of Christian workers in Shanghai 
today, and is therefore worth reproduction; 


Lu Kan-ch’eng: General Secretary, YMCA 

H. H. Tsui: General Secretary, Church of Christ in China 

Pao Wen-chun; Pastor, West Shanghai Methodist Church 

Kiang Wen-han: Assistant Secretary, YMCA; Secretary, Christian Literature Society 
Tung Feng-en: Pastor, Evangelistic Christian (Pu-tao-hui Chi-tu-t’u-hui) Church 
Pien Chung-sheng: Pastor, Spiritual Work (Ling-kung) Church on T’ai-hsing Road 
Chang Pe-huai: Secretary of Publications, Christian Literature Society 

Tsai Wei-wen; True Jesus Church, officer of the Chiang-pang Church 

Yang Shao-t’ang: Pastor of Little Flock 

Chu Ta-wei: CCC Pastor, T*ien-loh Church 

K*an K*un-ling: Pastor, Seventh Day Adventist Church 

Chang Hsin-t*ien: CCC Pastor of Church in Pootung 

Tai Liang-ch’in; Pastor of Young Allen Methodist Church 

Yang Ih-hui; CCC Pastor of Cantonse Church 

George Wu; General Secretary of National Christian Council 

Henry Sun; District Superintendent, Shanghai District, Methodist Church 

Hsieh Sung-san: Pastor, Moore Memorial Methodist Church 

Ch*ing-ts’ai: Chairman of Baptist Federation. 

Chen Hui-cheng: Principal of Shanghai Bible School (Sheng-ching Hsioh-she) 
Chien T*uang-yuin;: Pastor of Little Flock, on Hua-shan Road 

Ch'eng Pu-yuin; Three Self Movement, Chairman of the Seventh Day Adventist Church 
Li Jui-sun:; CCC Pastor of the Linnan Church 

Chen I-no; Pastor of Spiritual Work (Ling-kung) Church 

Chiang Meng-kuang; Pastor of Spiritual Work Church, Shou-cheng Church 

Hua Wei-cheng: Pastor of Spiritual Work Apostolic Faith Church 

Lin Jui-hsi; CCC Pastor of Lintung Church 

Liang T’ien-hsi; Pastor of Shanghai Independent Church 

Z. T. Kaung: Bishop of Methodist Church 

Hsieh Yung-ch’ing: National head of the Christian independent Church 

Lin Sheng-pen: Pastor of Cantonese Baptist Church 

Yang Wei-hsin; Pustor (assistant pastor ?) of Moore Memorial Methodist Church 
Chu Chung-yu: Teacher in the Spiritual Cultivation Seminary (Ling-hsiu Hsioh- yuan) 
Ts’ao Sheng-chieh: Pastor of St. Peter's Episcopal Church 

Yu th-shou; Pastor of St. Paul's Episcopal Church 


TAIWAN 


The Taiwan Missionary Fellowship has just published a survey of the Christian churches in 
Taiwan, Thirty-five different denominations and organizations are listed, with a total of 
131,291 baptized members, 98,410 non-baptized adherents, and 103,217 children under in- 
struction, 


The largest denomination is the Roman Catholic Church, with 48,517 reported baptized 
members, Of Protestants the largest denomination is the Presbyterian Church which for many 
years was the only Protestant church at work in Taiwan. It reports 35,505 members (including 
its aboriginal churches), Next comes the Little Flock, with an estimated membership of 
20,000, and the True Jesus Church, with 15,068 baptized members. The Southern Baptists 
have 3,877 members, the Lutheran Church 1 ,657 members, and the Oriental Missionary So- 
ciety’s Holiness Church 1,508 members, Other groups are all less than a thousand, and sever 


_are less than a hundred, 


There are 349 foreign priests and brothers in the Roman Catholic Church in Taiwan, and a 
total of 444 Protestant missionaries, 80% of the latter are from the United States, The Baptists 
have the largest group, 75, then Lutherans 53, and Presbyterians 45. The other groups are all 
smaller. 


SHERWOOD EDDY OR BILLY GRAHAM ? 

Endicott’s Canadian Far Eastern Newsletter for April points out an interesting contrast be- 
tween the views of Eddy and Graham on the China situation, Graham visited Taiwan and came 
back talking about a now-or-never, do-or-die attempt to invade the mainland this year, Eddy 
visited Hong Kong, and came to the conclusion, **Chiang Kai-shek has lost China irretrievably 
because he has lost the confidence of the Chinese people. ... He knows he can never reconquer 
the mainland of China but can only persist in hit-and-run raids which have little more than 
brief nuisance value.*’ Eddy optimistically believes that the present rulers of China ‘‘are not 
as doctrinaire or as merciless as the men in the Kremlin,*’ and that ultimately they will lessen 
the pressure of regimentation, Your editor 8 inclined to agree with Eddy in his conclusion 
about Chiang Kai-shek, but as he thinks back over all the news from China which he has waded 
through in the past five years as Editor of this Bulletin, he can think of practically nothing to 
substantiate the optimism of Eddy’s final statement, 


LET’S VISIT FORMOSA 


This book by John C, Caldwell (John Day, 1956, $2.50), son of the Fukien Methodist mis- 
sionary Harry Caldwell, is a book for children of ages from nine to thirteen about Formosa the 
‘Island Home of Free China,’ It is well illustrated with 39 photographs and one mdp, and is 
simply and interestingly written, 


The cover flap suggests a political motive for the publication of this book. ‘*The United 
ates has promised to defend Formosa against attack. .,. That is why it is important that we 
> fm more about Formosa and her people.**" The main part of the book, however, is a purely 
informative account of the people, their industries and customs, and would make excellent 
supplementary reader for children studying the Far East in their geography, as well as for general 
reading. 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


Charles S, Miner, an American business man from Shanghai, arrived in Hong Kong on 
May Ig, and had some news about Roman Catholic Bishop James Walsh and former Southern 
Baptist missionary Juanita Byrd Huang. The bishop is not allowed to conduct services, but 
otherwise is getting along very well. Up until two months ago he had been working under 
various restrictions such as requiring him to be in his home by eight p.m, every night, but 
these restrictions have now been lifted, From other sources we learn that he has been required 
to move from his room in the Catholic Bureau, and is now living in a room of the parish resi- 
dence of the Church of Christ the King. 


It was announced last year that both Bishop Walsh and Mrs, Huang were free to leave the 
country at any time, but Bishop Walsh is determined to stay as long as he can, and Mrs, Huang 
is still staying on, hoping to get exit permission for her Chinese husband, 


Dr. Edward H, Hume suffered a severe stroke in Boston on April 30. He was unconscious 
for four days, and has since then been paralyzed on one side, but otherwise improving slightly, 


CHURCH NEWS 


The January 9 Tien Feng gives two pages to International Religious News, Among the 
items presented are the following: The Rev. ‘Fu Pei-k’e’’ of Oslo, Norway, was one of the 


six recipients of the Stalin Peace Prize in 1955; Hewlett Johnson sent a Christmas message to 


e Worker's Daily; the Pope issued a Christmas message opposing the use of atomic weapons, 
commendation which the New York Times and the New York Herald Tribune cast scorn 


